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Lifelong learning is beginning to take off in Edinburgh Diocese. 
Over this past year, the Adventures in Faith programme has had 
many enthusiastic participants and many gifted people offering to 
share their passion through workshops, lectures, courses,      
seminars, conferences. You just have to look at this newsletter to 
see that our diocese is rich indeed.  
 

This session we have some especially fascinating events. For  
instance, Bishop Brian is inviting anyone who has doubts about 
faith to come to his home to share difficult questions about God 
with him and others of a similar mind. We also have Michael Fuller sharing his passion 
for Russian literature, Ian Paton his love of liturgy, Gill Davidson her experience in pas-
toral care, Brian Kilbey and Richard Crockett their fascination for science and religion, 
Jenny Williams her  belief in Christian healing and Pat Banfill her delight in an excellent 
discipleship course. And so on... 
 

Please do have a look at what is happening in Edinburgh Diocese and consider joining 
the adventure of faith. Also let us know if you or your congregation are doing something 
you’d like to share. We’d love to hear from you. 
 

Happy adventuring! 
 

Elspeth Strachan, Bishop’s Officer for Ministry 
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I BELIEVE IN GOD….? 
 

What kind of God do you believe in? 
Do you believe in God at all?  

Do you wonder how anyone can believe in God? 
 
 

If you have difficult questions about belief,  
Bishop Brian invites you and others to his home 

at 3 Eglinton Crescent, Edinburgh 
for an informal discussion with him about God. 

Wednesday 18 April or Tuesday 1 May  
at 7.30pm 

 
 

All are welcome—whether church-goers or not—but 
 book early as numbers are limited. 
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A four week course to explore and  

enjoy some intuitive challenges     

presented to us by modern scientific 

understanding of life, the universe 

and everything…. 
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University of Edinburgh 
GIFFORD LECTURES 2007 

Darwin’s Compass: How Evolution Discovers the Song of Creation 
Professor Simon Conway Morris FRS 

Playfair Library Hall, Old College, South Bridge at 5.15pm 
 

Monday 19 Feb        Life’s Solution: the Predictability of Evolution across the Galaxy (and beyond) 
Tuesday 20 Feb       Eyes to See, Brains to Think: the Inevitable Evolution of Intelligence 
Thursday 22 Feb     Meeting the Aliens: Galactic Hide and Seek 
Monday 26 Feb       Becoming Human: the Continuing Mystery 
Tuesday 27 Feb      The Evolution of Consciousness: A Window on to Invisible Worlds? 
Thursday 1 March  Towards an Eschatology of Evolution 
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Belief in God as a 
God of care is 
deeply rooted in the 
Bible. God is the 
one who initiates all 
caring. “We love 
because he first 
loved us.” (1 John 
4:19) and God 
alone is the source 
of our caring skills, 
abilities and gifts. 
As in the parable of 
the talents, how-
ever, we are called 
to discover, affirm 
and develop the 
gifts God has given 
us so that we learn 
to give and receive 
care in all our rela-
tionships, whether 
in the church or in 
the community in 
which we live and 
work. 
 
Prepared to Care  



THE SPIRIT BIRD  
Music, poetry and meditation on birds and the Holy Spirit   
 A Creative Retreat Day 

 led by 

 Dr Jan Fairley 

 on  

Saturday April 28 th 2007 from 10.00 am- 4.30 pm 

at Christ Church Centre, Holy Corner,  Morningside  

  

This will be an enjoyable day workshop in the creat ive arts with an opportunity to 

make your own ‘spirit bird’ and to write about the experience and even have some fun! 

There will be time to hear ‘spirit bird’ music and poetry from different cultures and to 

reflect and exchange our own beliefs and feelings a bout the Holy Spirit.  

The day begins at 10.00am. and finishes at 4.30 pm with registration beginning at 

9.30a.m. 

The cost of this day is £15 and includes home made soup at lunchtime, coffee and tea 

and all materials.  Please bring your own sandwiche s.  And wear comfortable clothes.  

Dr Jan Fairley is an ethnomusicologist specialising  in world music. She has trained as 

a spiritual director at the House of Prayer.  

� �  � �1 �
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Diocese of 
Edinburgh 

 Retreat 2007 
with 

Retreat Leader 
Canon John 

Armson 
 

College of the 
Holy Spirit 

Isle of Cumbrae 
 

Tuesday 13th  - 
Friday 16th March  

for clergy and 
licensed lay 
ministries 
Cost £150 

 
 

Friday 16th - 
Sunday 18th 

March 
for all 

Cost £110 
  

� � � � �  ) � � ' ' � � �

Persian Christians and 
 Asylum Seekers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 29 April 10.00am  

Christ Church, Morningside 
 

 Revd. Bassi Mirzania, from Guildford,    
ordained Anglican minister to the Persian  
community in Britain, and herself an Iranian 
Christian convert from Islam, will be at Christ 
Church Morningside in April.  Please come to 
the morning service to hear her speak about 
how best to meet the pastoral and spiritual 
needs of Muslim enquirers and asylum seek-
ers in the UK.  After the service you can meet 
Bassi over coffee; this will be followed by a 
talk in the Church Centre where there will be 
an opportunity to ask questions.�
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If everyone agreed with one another could we 
live our lives following the command and pattern 
of Christ? (Rt Revd Brian Smith Bishop of Edin-
burgh) 
 
Can life come out of death? Have there been 
times in your own life when new life came out of 
what seemed to be death? (Most Revd Dr Phillip  
Aspinall, Archbishop of Brisbane) 
 
What is the redemption for which you are hoping  
this Lent? (Rt Revd David Stancliffe—Salisbury) 

This book is made up of a collection of medita-
tions written by bishops and archbishops from 
around the world, including our own Bishop 

Brian. It is based on the theme “Our life and our Death is with our Neighbour” and relates to the daily 
Common Worship Lectionary Readings for Lent. Each reflection ends with a questions for discussion and a 
prayer. This book is good for personal or group study. It is written in simple language, with deep insights and 
rich experiences from Asia, Africa, and Europe. It will challenge and enrich your spiritual journey this Lent. 
Readers are also encouraged to pray for the Anglican Communion as the bishops prepare for the Lambeth 
Meeting in 2008. 
 

Copies cost £3.50. To order email pmonash@wsgfl.org.uk or by post: St Margaret’s Church, Ifield Street. 
Ifield, Crawley, West Sussex, RH11 0NN 
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