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This autumn sees the beginning of a very exciting new
development in lay training and education — a Certificate in
Christian Studies sponsored by TISEC (Theological Institute of
the Scottish Episcopal Church), accredited by York St John's
University and available for study this October. As Professor
Leslie Francis, founder of the course says, ‘A new mood is
sweeping through the Christian Churches. This mood is
reflected in a more radical commitment to discipleship among
a laity who wish to be theologically informed and fully equipped for Christian
ministry in a secular world.’

The first module is about using the bible and is a must for anyone who would
like to explore both Old and New Testaments, in particular how text and belief
interact. It is being piloted in Edinburgh and possibly the Borders, but can be
put on locally near you — all you need to do is ask!

Many other events are happening this autumn: the now legendary Gifford
Lectures discussions with Bishop Brian; a follow-up to the Esther de Waal
conversations held this summer; a series of distinguished lectures on Darwin
and Faith; courses on prayer, opera, film and much, much more.

Enjoy!

Elspeth Strachan, Bishop’s Officer for Ministry, Adventures in Faith.

Is your life too busy?
Do you struggle with prayer?

You are invited to a conversation about how we can support one another in
simple, prayerful, holy living, learning from the monastic tradition. Options under
consideration are going on retreat to a Benedictine Abbey, studying the Rule of St
Benedict together or meeting weekly/monthly for lectio divina. This
is for those who attended the recent days with Esther de Waal in
our diocese and for anyone who would like to learn more about the j&
Benedictine Way.

Saturday 12 September, Church of the Good Shepherd,
13a Murrayfield Avenue, Edinburgh EH12 6AU
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Events at
Holy Trinity Melrose

Ethics through the
Drinking Glass
Tuesdays at 7:30 in the
George and Abbotsford.

13 October: The criminal
Justice System — who is prg
tected?

27 October: Palestine and
Israel.

17 October: Global warming
and the environment

Quiet day before Advent
Meditation and quiet prayer
with Julia Ling.

Date to be arranged.

Sermon discussion
Mondays 10:30 — 12 at
Marmions: 3 Aug; 7 Sept;
5 Oct and 9 Nov.

An experiment in listening

to what the lectionary texts
have to say and how they a|
presented in a sermon — an
informal discussion, over a
cup of coffee, of the sermo
from the Sunday before ang
the texts for next week.

FAITH & GROWTH

Certificate in Christian Studies

Would you like to know more about the Bible?

Would you like the chance to study in greater depth ?

Then this is for you!

The Diocese of Edinburgh is about to launch a certificated course
of lay theological education which derives from York St John’s Uni-
versity. YSJ is the validating body for our Theological Institute (TISEC), and the
Scottish Episcopal Church has been building good relationships with it in recent
years.

This initial course will be piloted in the Diocesan Centre at 21a Grosvenor Cres-
cent, Edinburgh, but we plan to make subsequent courses available in a variety of
localities. Participants will meet in small groups for 10 hours of discussion time per
module and the session facilitator will have theological and adult education experi-
ence. As well as the 10 hours of group work, participation on the course requires
the setting aside of time for individual reading in preparation for these sessions.

The first module we will study is called Using the Bible: Studying the Text, written
by Robert Evans, lecturer in Biblical Studies at Chester University. Its aim is to en-
able exploration of traditional and contemporary ways of reading biblical texts using
the tools of biblical scholarship. Every participant will receive a photocopy of the
core text plus a workbook.

Date and Time
The first module begins 6 October 2009 and continues on 27 Oct, 17 Nov, 8 Dec,
12 Jan and 2 Feb at 7.30pm in the Diocesan Centre.

Content
Origins and translation of the biblical texts
Critical approaches to Old and New Testament studies
Historical, literary and reader-centred approaches to biblical studies
Reading in different contexts and from different perspectives
Applying critical skills to bible reading

Learning outcomes

Upon successful completion of the module students will be able to
Understand and explain Jewish and Christian approaches to Hebrew
Scriptures
Use a particular critical approach to analysing given text
Evaluate the usefulness of critical methods of biblical study in church
contexts

i

%)

At the moment the course may be undertaken for personal satisfaction and
development but in the very near future we hope to offer accreditation to those
who complete assignments. This will give credits which can contribute towards a
university degree.

There is a charge of £50 to cover course material.
Assistance may be available from your congregation or the diocese for those who
re would like to take part but are unable to afford this modest fee.

For further information & to register, contact Elspeth Strachan

] 0131 538 7033 email: adventures@dioceseofedinburgh.org

To book any course please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated



FAITH & GROWTH

Evolution and Faith

A series of lectures by Professor Brian Kilbey
Sponsored by Lauriston Jesuit Centre and
Adventures in Faith
Monday 26 October — 30 November
28 Lauriston Street, Edinburgh
7.30pm

Admission free — donati ons welcome
These talks will attempt to show that evolution, as
is not only compatible with a belief in a loving cr

important if we are to reach a better understanding
world. The subject will be considered under the fo

it is currently understood,

eator God, its acceptance is
of God’s activity in the
llowing headings:

1. Established beliefs encounter new knowledge. Examples of the
tensions which have arisen when new knowledge has challenged accepted
beliefs. The solar system and beyond. Life on earth and its origins

2. Charles Darwin and the theory of Evolution Some pre-Darwinian
theories. The basic observations which led to the Theory. How it works in
practice. Concerns: Was there enough time for it? Is the fossil evidence reliable -
what about missing links? Could such a process produce complexity? Intelligent
design; what is it and does God really have to nudge and guide his creative
process to achieve his objectives?

3. More questions and difficulties.  Evolution assumes heritable traits but
Darwin had no answer to how traits are inherited. Mendelian Genetics and what

genetics tells us about the importance of chance in evolution? Can this really be

attributed to a beneficent God? The question we need to ask ourselves as Chris-
tians is not, is evolution true but why was it the choice for creative action.

4. A Creator’s problems. Attitudes of Christians and of Scientists. Are
there things even an all-powerful Creator can’t do? How can we visualise the
implications of Creative Action? A story. What might this tell us about the Crea-
tor? What might it mean for our place in the cosmos?

5. How does all this affect me?  How does this influence what |
believe? Who was Jesus - really? What did he do - really? If God doesn't interfere
why do | pray? and other questions

6. Panel discussion

where he was also
ed to Edinburgh where
ransferring to the Uni-
e of DSc. for studies in
Genetics and, later be-

Brian Kilbey graduated after reading Botany at UCL
awarded the degree of PhD in Genetics. He then mov
he worked for the Medical Research Council before t
versity of Edinburgh where he was awarded the degre
induced mutation and DNA repair. He was Reader in
came Professor of Molecular Parasitology while lead ing a group working on
DNA replication in the Malaria parasite. He has al so worked for some years
in the USA and Canada and he is a Fellow of the Roy al Society of Edinburgh.

To book any course please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated
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AN EXTRA TREAT...

For those who have
attended Michael's opera
classes before and anyone
interested:...

Something a little
recherché

‘And here - ah, now, this
really is something a little
recherché.’'

(Sherlock Holmes)

Those who have already
exposed themselves to
the wonderful world of
opera will be aware that it
is an area of human en-
deavour in which exotic
blooms can flourish.

Come and find out just
how exotic in these two
sessions, which will
focus unapologetically on
some composers, operas
and productions from the
more obscure regions of
the repertory.

Mondays 7 and 14
December
2 Cobden Road,
7.30pm

L4

A *>

2
)1,/ 0++01)
3 *

FAITH AND GROWTH

4
\( '/ Adventures in Faith Opera Series with
Rev Dr Canon Michael Fuller
Monday 1 — 22 February 2010

2 Cobden Road, Edinburgh EH9 2BJ

7.30-9.30pm

<
AN )
Cost £15 (£10 concession)

Opera has a power to move people like nothing edggesenting at its best a fusion of mu-
sic, poetry, drama and visual spectacle. We gotmyioe caricatures of large ladies in
winged helmets (though there may be some of theo),i this fascinating and acclaimed

course in four sessions:

Seventeenth and eighteenth century composers MemlieHandel and Gluck.
Mozart and great nineteenth century composers asi€tossini, Verdi, Mussorgsky,
Berlioz and others whose work constitutes what neamsider to be ‘classical’ opera.
Wagner, Puccini and Strauss;

Twentieth century masterpieces of Janacek, BeiigeBrand some contemporary
composers

Most of each session will be spent watching exsratbperas, enabling us to see and hear
not only a variety of different music, but a vayief different performers and production
styles, too. There will be some exploration of tbgaal themes in opera, but the main focus
of these sessions will be to offer as broad amwdhtction as possible to the remarkable, joy-
ous, profound, moving, and occasionally just dogimrsilly, world of opera.

Michael Fuller is Pantonian Professor in the
Theological Institute of the Scottish Episcopal i

GIFFORD LECTURES 2009

Professor Michael Gazzaniga
will deliver the Gifford Lectures on the theme:
‘The Science of Mind Constraining Matter’
12,13,15,19,20,22 October 2009 at 5.30pm
Playfair Library, Old College, South Bridge, Edimgh

Michael Gazzaniga is Professor of Psychology at the
University of California, Santa Barbara, where leads the SAGE Center for the
Study of the Mind, overseeing an extensive reseprogramme investigating
how the brain enables the mind.

In response to the Gifford Lectures

Adventures in Faith and Edinburgh University Chaplaincy Centre
invite you to a
Post-Gifford Lecture Discussion
chaired by
The Rt Rev Brian Smith
Thursday 22 October from 7.30 — 9.00
Edinburgh University Chaplaincy Centre, 1 Bristau8cg, EH8 9AL

Wine and nibbles will be served

To book a place at the Gifford Lectures phone the hiversity on 0131 651 3166

To book any course please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated



SPIRITUALITY

‘EXPLORING PRAYER’ COURSE

8 Thursdays 14 ™ January to 11 ™ March
(break for half term on 18 ™ Feb)

7.30 — 9.30pm
Venue in Edinburgh to be confirmed

aS

Led by Duncan Maclaren, Susan Mansfield, Mollie Pat  erson and
Elizabeth White, and supported by the Epiphany Grou  p

Diocese of Edinburgh
Retreat 2010
with
Retreat Leader
Fr Gerry Hughes SJ

‘Finding God in the
Ordinary’
Whitchester Retreat
House
Tuesday 2 — Friday 5
February
for clergy and licensed
lay ministries
Friday 5 — Sunday 7
February
for all

NB Alison Peden’s exceller
material on praying with th
senses from last year’'s
diocesan retreat is now
available from the Diocesan
office
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To book any course please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated
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The Call af Home

Q. What do Vincent Cabl
MP, Hardeep Singh Kohli
Margaret Atwood, Atta
Yaqub, Abbot Christophe
Jamison, Tilda Swinton,
Revd Naim Ateek, Michage
Morpungo, Anne Dono-
van, Billy Kay, Richard
Holloway, Lord David
Steel, Rabbi David Rose
Ragamala Dancers and
Taiko Dojo Drummers all
have in common?

(4]

=

A. They are all participa
ing in Edinburgh's fastest
growing festivall

—
1

For more info visit
festivalofspirituality.org.uk




g DISCIPLESHIP
#l

Effective listening for
everyday life
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Scottish
Association
for
Pastoral Care
and
Counselling %.&" $ WrH(# - . # .| # 0 3
Annual
Conference

Saturday
10 September,
Cross House,

Linlithgow,

Speaker:
Dr Euan Kelly

‘Caring for the
Bereaved’ #

£16/£12
More info:

www.sapcc.org.uk

To book any course please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated



DISCIPLESHIP

Pat Banfill,
Pastoral Assistant at

St Mungo’s Balerno,
writes...

The Money Secret

Many of us are affected by the
credit crunch, difficulties in getting
credit or a mortgage, threat of re-
dundancy, or actually losing a job,
pay cuts and the consequent diffi-
culty in maintaining existing debt re-
payments. One thing that churches
can do is to help people to regain
control of their finances, start off on
the road to becoming debt free, and
learn to manage their finances bet-
ter in the future.

Some resources that are really help-
ful for this are written by Rob Par-
sons and published by Care for the
Family. The Money Secret is a book
with an accompanying workbook to
help people to apply the principles
to their own situations, and there is
also a free 10 week adult education
course which can be downloaded
from the website. Although it was
written three years ago, it was
ahead of its time and is still very
relevant, realistic and helpful.

If your church wants to help the con-
gregation and/or the community to
make the best of the current difficult
financial climate, then these re-
sources are worth looking at. They
are not overtly Christian in content
but they talk about Christian princi-
ples of stewardship, giving, saving
and avoiding materialism as good
principles to have with regard to our
finances.

St Mungo’s church in Balerno is run-
ning a shortened version of the
course, called Money Matters,
through the Community Education
Programme at Balerno High School
on 28" Sept, 5" and 12" October.
This is open to anyone and places
can be booked through the
Community Education office on
0131 477 7733

More information about the material
can be found at www.
themoneysecret.info.
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To book any course please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated
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DIOCESAN CONFERENCES 2010

Edinburgh 1910 — 2110: Pamtd Future
200 Years of Mission and Theology

Two Conferences exploring changes inission and theology
since the 1910 Edinburgh Missionary Conference
introduced by the Right Rev Brian Smith

Holy Trinity Church, Haddington
Saturday 6 February 2010, 10 00am — 4.00pm
Saturday 27 February 20, 10.00am — 4.00 pm

Conference One
Saturday 6 February
Looking Back: 100 years of Mission and Theology 191- 2010
Changes in mission and theology from Edinburgh 18llGow
A Century of Theological Change
A Century of Biblical Studies
A Century of Engagement with Society

Conference Two
Saturday 27 February
Looking Ahead: 100 Further Years of Theology and Mssion 2010 — 2110
Where is the Church going in the next 100 y2ars
' The Perspective of Diversity
Fresh Expressions of Church in theé'Zlentury
The Challenge of Secularism
Spirituality

More information about these conferences to follow,
but put the dates in your dairy and plan to bring acar-load!
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Please send your completed form to: Elspeth Strachan, Adventures in Faith, Edinburgh Diocesan Centre,
21a Grosvenor Crescent, Edinburgh EH12 5EL  Email: adventures@dioceseofedinburgh.org
Tel 0131 538 7033 for more details or visit www.edinburgh.anglican.org




