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Welcome to the 2009 Adventures in Faith newsletter.
Inside are lots of stimulating and challenging events for you
to participate in and resources for you to use. This year
there are some excellent contributions from our ecumenical
partners, especially the Scottish United Reformed and
Congregational College and the Scottish Storytelling
Centre who have some very imaginative and creative
ideas—courses on the Russian Soul, men, the Psalms and

some helpful books on Homecoming and the New Scottish

Enlightenment.

As in the past two years, the Diocesan Spirituality Group  and Adventures in
Faith have collaborated most effectively and this year we are jointly hosting
some very exciting events: a Quiet Day and a Conference with Benedictine and
Celtic writer Esther de Waal and, with the Scottish Storytelling Centre, a Story-
telling evening and workshop with Baha'i storyteller Sarah Percival to mark the
800th anniversary of the beginnings of the Franciscan Order.

In early 2009, Bishop Brian will pose the question: ‘What ought Christians to
know?’ If you have any ideas, want to join in a discussion or just want to hear
what the Bishop thinks on the matter, be sure to keep these Tuesdays in Feb-
ruary and March free. | hope to see you at some event or other in 2009.

Elspeth Strachan, Bishop’s Officer for Ministry.

What Ought We as Christians to Know?

A Series of Talks and Discussion
about God, Humanity and the Church
with

The Rt Rev Brian Smith

Tuesdays 24 Feb, 3 March,
10 March

7.30 —9.00pm

General Synod Office

21 Grosvenor Crescent
Edinburgh EH12 S5EE

To book any course or event please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated




Beyond Theology
Chaplaincy Series

Episode Titles:

A finger pointing at
the Moon

Church and State
The Ground of Being
American Pluralism

Science and
Spirituality

Evolving with the
Bible

A Spirituality of
Co-Creation

Spirituality and
Religion

Mysticism and the
Perennial Philosophy

A Congress of the
World's Religions

GIFFORD LECTURES 2009

Professor Diana Eck
will deliver the Gifford Lectures on the theme

‘The Age of Pluralism’
27, 28, 30 April, 4, 5, 7 May

St Cecliia’s Hall, Cowgate, Edinburgh at 5.30pm

Diana Eck is Professor of Comparative Religion and Indian Studies,
Frederic Wertham Professor of Law and Psychiatry, Harvard University

Adventures in Faith and Edinburgh University Chapla

incy Centre

invite you to a Post-Gifford Lecture Discussion

Edinburgh University Chaplaincy Centre, 1 Bristo Sq
To book a place at the Gifford Lectures phone the U

chaired by
The Rt Rev Brian Smith

Tuesday May 5th, 7.30—9pm

uare, EH8 9AL
niversity on 0131 651 3166

Thursdays 1.10—1.55pm
I5 January—19 March

Edinburgh University
Chaplaincy Centre,
1 Bristo Square, EH8 9AL

Beyond Theology is a new 10-part
DVD series being held in the University
of Edinburgh Chaplaincy Centre in
preparation for this year's Gifford
Lectures.

This series explores the evolution of
consciousness, the emergence of a
worldview that integrates science and
spirituality, and the notion that the guid-
ing myths of modern civilisation are in
transition. Throughout this series, noted
theologians, scholars and authors

reflect upon the fundamental challenges
of our time by addressing the roots of
contemporary culture wars and global
environmental crises. One of its speak-
ers, Professor Diana Eck, will deliver the
Gifford Lectures in Edinburgh this year.

Featured Speakers Include:
Sister Joan Chittister
Professor Huston Smith
Bishop John Shelby Spong
Professor Seyyed Hussein Nasr
Rabbi David Rosen
Karen Armstrong
Dr James Forbes Jr
- Professor Diana Eck*
*Gifford Lecturer in April/May 2009

www.beyondtheology.tv

Format of each weekly session:
Welcome and Introductions
DVD segment (30 minutes)
Reflection/Discussion

Bring Your Own Lunch
Tea and Coffee Provided
To book phone 0131 650 2595

[To book any course or event please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated
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IME Seminar Programme 2009
Diocesan Centre, 21a Grosvenor Crescent, EH12 5EL
Cost £30 per module

The IME Seminar programme is designed for people un  dertaking

Initial Ministerial Education for authorised minist ry. However it is
possible for a limited number of others to attend. If you are interested in at-
tending, and would like more details please applyt o Elspeth Strachan at the
Diocesan Centre (address above). Each session runs  from 6.00-9.15pm, begin-
ning with a meal and including a short act of worsh ip.

Spring term:
New Testament (Synoptic Gospels) Jan 7, 14, 21, 28, Feb 4
Missiology (Local context) Feb 18, 25, March 4, 11, 18

Summer term:
Doctrine (Doctrine of God) April 1, 22, 29, May 6, 13
Western Church History (1400 - 1688) May 20, 27, June 3, 10, 17

HOMECOMING SCOTLAND 2009

2009 is the 250th anniversary of Burn’s birth. Iti s being
celebrated as the Year of Homecoming and Scots from
across the world are being encouraged to come back to
Scotland to join in a programme of events to highli ght
Scotland’s great contributions to the world.

Are you participating in the celebrations? Look out for events in
your area and let us know of anything you are planning. If you
would like help with ideas, the Scottish Storytelling Centre is
offering some resources for churches and groups:

StorySource Booklets:

COMING HOME—Where the Heart Belongs.

These stories from and inspired by Scripture open up themes of home and
homecoming. They can be told in worship, education or used to inspire drama and
artwork.

GLOBAL CONNECTION—Towards 2010

Churches past and present have mapped out Scotland’s global connections.
Celebrate the continuing example of David Livingstone, Mary Slessor, Eric Liddell
and a host of others who link us across the world through ties of faith and love. 2010
is the Centenary of the Edinburgh World Missionary Conference.

Each booklet can be bought for £4 from the Scottish Storytelling Centre, 43-45 High Street,
Edinburgh EH1 1SR. 0131 556 9579, email: reception@scottishstorytellingcentre.

ROBERT BURNS: ICON OR CHALLENGER? A discussion starter for book groups
by poet Alan Jackson. Tel 01224 706367 for a copy (£5.50 plus P&P)

[To book any course or event please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated

Towards 2010

In 1910, Edinburgh was
the venue for the
historic World
Missionary Conference.
This was a gathering
which caught an
epoch-making vision of
the church as a truly
global missionary
community.

As the centenary of this
event approaches, it is
time to reflect on its
significance in the light
of the experience of the
past hundred years and
the realities of Christian
Mission in the 21st
century.

Events are already
underway in Scotland
and a fully international
conference will take
place in Edinburgh.

For more information
visit
www.edinburgh2010.
org
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[To book any course or event please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated

2009 sees the
bicentenary of Darwin’s
birth and the 150th
anniversary of the
publication of his
seminal work:

‘The Origin of the
Species’.

To mark this
anniversary, in the
autumn, Professor

Brian Kilbey will deliver
his excellent series of
lectures on

EVOLUTION ANDFAITH

These talks will attempt
to show that evolution,
as it is currently under-
stood, is not only com-
patible with belief in a
loving creator God, its
acceptance is probably
essential if we are to
reach a better under-
standing of God’s
activity in the world.
The subject will be con-
sidered under the follow-
ing headings:

1. Established beliefs
encounter new knowl-
edge.

2. Charles Darwin and
the Theory of Evolution.
3. More Questions and
Difficulties.

4. A Creator’s problems.
5. How does all this
affect me?

Date and venue to be
confirmed




JOHN BELL
of the lona Community and Wild Goose Resource Grou

“Words and Music for Tomorrow’s Christian”

B F/ & ?G
B &
3
+ $ ./ $.001
23/0 4)
5 n
6 ( 60 7
/ <
& E ) && C 84:4 HH< 74<<
% 2 & ' 3 =# "
HitH
" #l $ % &
3=" # 2 ( &
&
# $ & & >
& # & # &
& # &
* 2 / 3 488 254
# 3
& # # ? #
+ 3 &
& '3= & )  # &
& = # $ #
@ # # & & 9$) A &2> |/
# & # & #
- & & 3 # & $/ # 3 &
& $ & 1
* =#B C
/ 79 )03 3 C
- ) 3 D$ () )$% ( *
7: 10 "3
) " D + ) %* " * o <
8 0 3 - D - * )*
- # 2 #
0 E

[To book any course or event please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated

p



- %*/# 0% OF +

READING THE BIBLE

A New Resource from the
Student Christian Movement
www.movement.org.uk

Who wrote the Bible?

Who decided which books would be included?

Does it matter which translation you use? Why hey different?

Should we allow our own experience to influence reading of the Bible?
Can we learn anything about God or faith by lookandpow artists respond to
scripture?

Is there one true interpretation of any Bible pge®aWho decides what it is?
Do Christians have to believe the Bible is liteyatue?

What does the Bible have to say about politicssouilal issues?

How do you deal with passages in the Bible thaimmte genocide, slavery or
sexism?

Reading the Biblés a new 56-page glossy A4 book. It aims to egoip with a wide
range of approaches to scripture, from both acacletudy and church tradition. We
wanted to celebrate the diversity and richnest®@Bible itself, and of the ways in
which Christians use it.

Reading the Bibl&vill be an invaluable resource to anyone who'slieg Bible
studies, training for ministry, or just interesiachew ways of using the Bible.
- Accessible articles introducing the approachesn expert writers.
- Bible studies, suitable for groups or individgjahich show how the

approaches can be used practically to expl@®thle for yourself.
- CD-ROM with printable handouts, liturgy and wbip materials, and a range of
visual and multimedia resources about the Bibldad;digures and quotes about the
most translated book in the world.

The articles in the book have all been written dgognised authorities in the relevant
fields. Contributors include John Saxbee, John Ramge Paul Foster, Henry
Wansbrough, John Barton, John Sawyer, John VinGmistopher Rowland, Patricia
Mcdonald, Robert Beckford, Howard Ingham and L&@elwood.

If you are interested in seeing a copy of this bootwould like help with forming a
group, contact Elspeth Strachan

[To book any course or event please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated
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Faith In Older People
celebrates the lives of
older people, support-
ing the spiritual care of
older people and their
families using a net-
work provided by faith
communities through-
out the country.

We celebrate ageing
and faith

Developing an under-
standing of spiritual
care of older people

Encouraging people to
celebrate growing older
and recognising and
affirming their gifts and
experience

Offering support and
training to pastoral
carers and ordained
members on an
ecumenical basis and
amongst people of
other faiths

Supporting caregivers
within health and long
term care institutions to
enhance the quality of
life and wellbeing by
ensuring the inclusion
of spiritual care for
older people




Diocese of
Edinburgh
Retreat 2009
with
Retreat Leader
Rev Canon Dr
Alison Peden

Whitchester
Retreat House,
Hawick
Tuesday 10 ™ -
Friday 13" Feb
for clergy and
licensed
lay ministries
Cost £150

Friday 13" -
Sunday15 ™ Feb
for all
Cost £100
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Centering prayer is a silent, self emptying form of prayer in
the contemplative tradition. In the past few decades it has
been brought out of the monasteries primarily by Thomas
Keating and Basil Pennington, and taught in a form
accessible to those outside monastic life.

This kind of prayer has a very simple method and aims to
bring us into deeper contact with the Source of Our Being, beyond thoughts,
words and emotions. Over time, participation in this prayer is purifying and heal-
ing, clearing the way for God to be more present in our lives.

Our ecumenical group meets fortnightly on Wednesdays 7.30-9pm at the
Christian Fellowship for Healing on Victoria Terrace.

Please contact Anne Douglas for further details on 0131 339 0229 or annem-
douglas@tiscali.co.uk.

[To book any course or event please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated
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SCOTTISH UNITED
REFORMED &
CONGREGATIONAL
COLLEGE,
GLASGOW

The college has
specialist interest in

«Story, storytelling and
narrative approaches
in worship, education,
pastoral care,
community work and
the development

of churches and other
organisations

-Adult learning
approaches, methods
and theory

- Philosophical inquiry
as a means of explor-
ing the big questions

- Appreciative inquiry
and other tools for
helping organisations
to build on their
success and develop
their life

-Ministry with older
people

- Christianity and en-
gagement in civic
society.

-Community
education.




Cityspace
www.cityspace.org.uk

Cityspace is a
charity located in
Edinburgh, helping
people to access
reflective spaces and
events across the city.

Reflective Spaces
Free public spaces where
you can sit for a minute or

dwell for a few hours.

Reflective events
Hosted by a range of
Edinburgh organisations
providing facilitated
reflection space.

Conversation Spaces
Available to all who would
appreciate exploring
prayer or reflection in a
more structured way.
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Saturday 30 May

Scottish Storytelling Centre

43-45 High Street,

Edinburgh

EH1 1SR

7.30pm — 9pm

£10 / £8 (concession with storytelling workshop)

To celebrate the 800" anniversary of the Franciscan Order we present ‘A Love
Song to St Francis’, the extraordinary story of the transformation of St Francis
from party-lover and would-be knight to one whose heart burned with love for
God and for humanity.

Come and share in these delightful tales of Francis, that most beloved of
saints, who was a friend of the animals, poet, ascetic, healer, mystic, radical
and joyous lover of nature, told by Sarah Perceval. Sarah is an interfaith story-
teller specialising in the fascinating patterns of story in the history of religion.
Accompanied by violin and birdsong.

Book through the Scottish Storytelling Centre Tel 0131 556 9579

[To book any course or event please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated

STORYTELLING
WORKSHOP
WITH

SARAH PERCIVAL

SATURDAY
30 MAY

10.30AM—1.30PM
CosT: £16

(E12 for
storytelling
network
members)

The Scottish
Storytelling
Centre,
43-45 High
Street
Edinburgh
EH1 1SR

Book through
the Scottish
Storytelling
Centre

0131 556 9579
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The next Provincial Conference for the Scottish
Episcopal Church will take place from

2-4 October 2009 in the Macdonald Highland
Resort, Aviemore.

The theme of the Conference ikiving Well: Pro-
claim, Discover, Responand the underpinning Bible passage is the ‘Women
at the Well’ narrative (John 4:3-43).

The theme encompasses the Anglican Communion’s Filarks of Mission:

proclaim the good news of the Kingdom of God;

teach, baptise and nurture new believers;

respond to human need by loving service;

seek to transform unjust structures of society;

strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and gstain and renew the
life of the earth.

The Conference’s key speakers are the Rt Rev Steph€ottrell, Bishop of
Reading, Annabel Goldie, MSP, and Rev Erik Cramb.

It is hoped to have 300 participants, including delgates from the Provincial
Youth Network and some ecumenical delegates, to glean what will be an
exciting, challenging, and thought-provoking expeence.

Registration: The cost of the Conference is £295 per person fangle
occupancy; £265 per person for double occupancy. Bistration forms are
available from your church or can be downloaded fron www.scotland.
anglican.org

A Conference Prayer:A prayer for the 2009 Provincial Conference:

God our Creator, you give the water that wells upawards eternal life. Unseal
the living water of your Spirit and let it become wthin us an ever-flowing
spring. Quench our thirst for knowledge of you, tha finding you we may wor-
ship in spirit and truth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

[To book any course or event please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated
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Some thoughts from Pat Banfill,
Pastoral Assistant at St Mungo’s Church, Balerno

Building Bridges

In many communities there is a gap between church and
community. If the church is to have any impact on or influ-
ence in the community then ways have to be found of
bridging the gap. One of the things that St Mungo’s church
in Balerno has been able to do is to run courses through
the Community Education programme in Balerno High
School, which has meant that people from varied back-
grounds and beliefs are working alongside one another. The courses that have
run so far are The Marriage Course from Holy Trinity Brompton ( home of Alpha)
and a Parenting Teens course. | have to say that it is harder to get people to
come on a Marriage Course than one on parenting, but building trust and credi-
bility is part of what we are doing, so we take a long term view of these initia-
tives.

| have written about the Marriage Course before so | thought I'd expand on a
‘Parenting Teenagers, making the most of the years’ course which is published
by New Wine as part of their Family Time series.( www.newwinedirect.co.uk).
There are six sessions on

Teenage universe ( what their world is like)

Teenage communication

Teenage character

Teenage tensions( boundaries and battlefields)

Teenage issues (security, sex and substances)

Teenage pressures (consumerism, cash and cyberspace)

Each session offers some practical suggestions and observations and point to
‘stop and think’ through some of the outworkings of the issues raised. The aim is
to open up lines of communication with your teenagers, by asking what they
think of the ideas, do they agree with what is being said. There is a Bible view
included which you can share with your teenager or not, real life stories which
help us to understand a teenage point of view and a section on Taking it Further
which suggests some tasks to put into practice in your family. There is a book
covering all the material by Paul and Christine Perkin and a DVD of the talks ac-
companied by a workbook if you decide to run the course.

Pat Banfill,

Pastoral Assistant,

St Mungo’s Church, Balerno
Pat.banfill@stmungos.org

[To book any course or event please fill in the booking form on BACK PAGE, unless otherwise stated

Sometimes it feels
like your teenage
children are living in
another world. But
this book is based o
the belief that
parents can retain a
guiding hand in their
teenagers' lives, eve|
while giving them
the space they need
to become fully
independent adults.

This book will help
you identify those
areas where you are
strong and those yo
wish to improve

New Wine BookSg
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