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SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE IN 2008 
 

If you are wondering what to do this summer and 
autumn in and around Edinburgh why don’t you 
come and explore Benedictine, Ignatian, Celtic or 
Renewal Spirituality at our special Spirituality 
Days at Dunbar, Musselburgh, Gilmerton and   
Edinburgh? Or come with your buckets and 
spades to the all-age Spirituality at the Seaside 
day at North Berwick. 
 
If something more serious suits you better, don’t 
miss the discussion and reception that Bishop 
Brian is hosting after the Gifford Lecture given by Sir Jonathan Sachs or hear again the 
Story of Christian Worship told by Canon Ian Paton. 
 
If Lambeth is on your mind, come to Haddington this September to hear what Bishop 
Brian and his wife Lissa have to report from their attendance at the conferences.  
 
To keep in touch with the latest events and news, to download all those booking forms 
you will need and to keep up with Bishop Brian’s latest thinking, visit our new diocesan 
website: www.edinburgh.anglican.org. 
 
Elspeth Strachan, Bishop’s Officer for Ministry. 
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Summer/Autumn 2008 
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Visit our new website: 

www.edinburgh.
anglican.org 



Come and find out more about the       
science and theology of climate change 
and how you can respond to the chal-
lenge, working with others in Edinburgh. 
You will have the chance to question the     
experts, exchange ideas and practical tips 
with other delegates, and leave with some 
specific actions to take. This is a unique 
networking opportunity with other Chris-
tians from all denominations across     
Edinburgh.  
The vision behind the conference is for 
Christians in Edinburgh to be leading the 
way towards a low carbon lifestyle and, 
linked with it, the rediscovery of some 
old spiritual disciplines and virtues which 
enrich our faith. 
The conference is organised by the Edin-
burgh Climate Network, a group of     
volunteers from churches in Edinburgh. 

"Whom shall I send? And who 
will go for us?" 

says the Lord [Isaiah 6:8] 
 
For more information and a booking form 
visit the website:  
www.edinburghclimate.net 
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GIFFORD LECTURE 2008   
Adventures in Faith and Edinburgh University Chapla incy Centre  

invite you to a  
Post-Gifford Lecture  

Drinks Reception and Discussion 
chaired by  

Rt Rev Brian Smith  
 

17 November 2008 
The Playfair Library, Old College, South Bridge Edi nburgh 

5.30pm 
 
�

The Chief Rabbi, Sir Jonathan Sacks will deliver a Single Gifford Lecture in 
the University of Edinburgh on the topic  

“Why does Faith Survive?”  
 

To book a place contact the University of Edinburgh  0131 651 3168 

Edinburgh Churches  

Climate Change Conference 

Saturday 11 October 2008 

9:30am to 4:45pm 

The Performing Arts Centre at Stewart's 
Melville College, Edinburgh 

How should Christians respond to 
climate change? 

A day conference on the Christian  
response to climate change hosted by The 
Rt Revd Brian Smith with expert  
speakers:  

· Chris Rapley, Director of the  
Science Museum in London  

· Elaine Storkey, President of  
Tearfund  

· Michael Northcott, Professor of 
Ethics at the University of         
Edinburgh  

· John Ferguson, Manager of   
Strategic Projects at the Scottish 
Environmental Protection Agency  

 
Conference 
Programme 
 
9:30am  
registration for a 
10:00am start.  
 
Speakers will 
address the  ple-
nary on the sci-
ence, theology 
and ethics of        
climate change 
together with 
some practical 
examples of 
work that Chris-
tians are already 
doing.  
 
Every delegate 
will be able to 
attend two 50-
minute work-
shops to guide 
their practical 
response to    
climate change. 
Refreshments 
and a light lunch 
are included. 
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IME Seminar Programme 2008/9 

Diocesan Centre, 21a Grosvenor Crescent, EH12 5EL 

Cost £30 per module 

The IME Seminar programme is designed for people un dertaking       
Initial Ministerial Education for authorised minist ry. However it is pos-

sible for a limited number of others to attend. If you are interested in attending, and 
would like more details please apply to Elspeth Str achan at the Diocesan Centre 
(address above). Each session runs from 6.00-9.15pm , beginning with a meal and    
including a short act of worship.  
 
Autumn term: Hebrew Scriptures (Pentateuch) and  
Contemporary Issues (Ethics 1)  
 
Spring term: New Testament (Synoptic Gospels) and  
Missiology (Local context)  
 
Summer term: Doctrine (Doctrine of God) and  
Western Church History (1400 - 1688) 
 
 
FESTIVAL OF SPIRITUALITY AND PEACE 2008  
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NEXT YEAR... 
 

Bishop Brian will  
follow up his ideas 
from his various 
talks before and  

after  
the Lambeth  
Conference 

in a five week 
study course. 

 

 
Watch this space 
for details of time 

and place 
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Another opportunity to hear the acclaimed 
Adventures in Faith  

Opera Series  
with  

Michael Fuller 
�

+���	$���1�B	��	
$D�����
�	
$��911��
�!E1��!E1���

9�4������=�	����
������
����?��9)B�

4����F�G�5F�1����������� 6�
�

����	��	�����
������������������&����������������
� ��

���������	�����������	�
�������
������������
$���
 	�	�
	�������	�������	���!�,����$���������	
��	��
����
�
�	
����	�����������������������5����������
���	$��� �
������
����������6�����������
��
������������
����/ �
���
����A%�=.����	�������
��	
&	�����
�	
��
�
��!�

�

· =�������������	���	������	
�$��������������
����
	���	���������
�����������
��������	
�$�
�/	�������
����
	������� ���������	��5�
�	���

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

Christ Church 
Morningside 

�

�
An introduction to  
St Mark’s gospel    

4 TUESDAY afternoons 
in 

December 2.30 - 4.00 
Old fashioned biblical  

scholarship and teaching 
about the Gospel for year 
B at the  beginning of the 

new liturgical year. 
November 25,  

December 2, 9, 16. 
 
 
 

 
Contextual Bible Study    

for Advent 
Wednesday evenings in 
December 7.30 - 9 PM 

 

Contextual Bible Study is 
a participative and  

exploratory approach to 
reading scripture in  

community, inspired by the   
values of Liberation  

Theology. 
Nov 26, Dec 3, 10, 17. 

 

To book a place phone  
229 0090 
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THE CORACLE TRUST  

Seeking to create a context to explore the meaning of the Christian 
life in the everyday world .  
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Exploring Our Faith 
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Community Bible Study International in Scotland 
 
Have you ever wished you could study the Bible in depth and understand what God’s 
plans are for you? Have you tried to study Scripture on your own but found it too confus-
ing and difficult to stay the course?  
 
Community Bible Study International (CBSI) might be an answer if you wish to study the 
Bible. The mission of CBSI is making disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ in our communi-
ties through caring, in depth Bible study which is available to all. The program in Scot-
land is available through CBSI-UK where there are 57 classes and over 1000 members. 
They are relatively new in Scotland having trained their first class in 2006 and where 
they now encourage 5 classes- in Buckie, Glasgow , Edinburgh-Leith, West Kilbride , 
and Dunblane. 
 
The CBSI five part study program starts with Home Study of a weekly passage including 
answering of questions. This is followed by Group Discussion with a trained facilitator. 
Then a trained teacher, Wraps Up the session with a short review of the Bible passage, 
focusing on a life changing Biblical concept. All of this could take place in a home, a 
community site, or a church. Finally you are given a short Commentary that further ex-
plains the lesson…and then you start all over again in your next lesson. CBSI also adds 
Loving Care to their weekly discipling and outreach.  
 
If you are interested, call or email Pete & Helen Jane Peters who are CBSI Regional 
Representatives and they will get you started with more information. 
 
Pete & Helen Jane Peters 
Email: petepeters7@comcast.net 
UK Virtual Number: 0141 404 6403 
CBSI-UK Website: www.communitybiblestudy.co.uk 
 
 
Your Church’s Mission Giving 

 
How does your church decide about its mission donations? Do you look 
for a definite project? Trust a well-known charity? Aim to enhance the 
work of the worldwide church through a Mission Agency? Take the recom-
mendation of a member who has personal knowledge of a good cause? 
The Diocesan International Committee offers a short or longer training for 
a church or Vestry meeting. We can help you discriminate and come to a 
principled decision among the huge number of excellent causes which 

clamour for our attention and our cash. 
 
Contact the Diocesan International Convener 
international@dioceseofedinburgh.org for further information. 
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TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD 
 

A Two-Day Workshop for Parish Leaders 
Exploring Practical Ways of Recruiting and Supporting Volunteers in Parishes 

 
DAY ONE 
 
Introduction –  

Context in Dioceses in UK  
Pastoral planning for the future 

 
Volunteering is BIG in the UK 
             National picture 
             Voluntary sector 
             Your parish as an organisation 
 
Our Theology of Participation 
             Scripture 

Church Teaching 
 

Recruitment of Volunteers 
             A Volunteer Friendly Parish? 

Motivation 
             Invitation 
             Appointment 
 
DAY TWO  
 
Training and Supporting 
             Induction 
             Initial Training 
             Ongoing Support 
 
Affirming and Rewarding Volunteers 
             Appropriate recognition of service 
             Enabling growth and development 
 
Mentoring New Leaders 
 
Developing the Culture of Participation 
             7 ways to make a difference 
 
Next Steps 
             What are you going to do now? 

 

This ecumenical workshop      
provides parish leaders with the 
opportunity to consider the    
principles and practice of effective 
Volunteer Management and how 
they might be appropriately im-
plemented in a parish. 
 
The workshop will be led by   
Barbara Wallace. Barbara has 
significant experience of leading 
workshops on enabling volunteers 
with parish teams, clergy,      
seminarians and as a contributor 
to accredited courses. 
 
All of this work is rooted in 
prayer, Scripture and the reality 
of parish life. 

 

This 2 day workshop will be 
held on  
6/7 September and 8/9       
September 2008  
from 10 am to 5 pm at 
Gillis Centre 
100 Strathearn Road 
Edinburgh  EH9 1BB  

Booking essential. Cost £40 

Contact Fr Hand on 01592 
752543 or Maureen McEvoy 
on 0131 623 8915 
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Faith in Older People draws together those who 
provide care, whether professional or voluntary, 

in order to achieve a better understanding of spiritual care and ageing.  The 
project is unique in Scotland and provides a bridge in understanding the proc-
ess of ageing and the importance of spiritual care in enhancing the lives of 
older people.  For those from a secular background we provide practical 
methods and tools to help care staff and voluntary carers to work with older 
people to identify and meet their spiritual needs.  We enable congregations to 
obtain a better understanding of the conditions which might affect older peo-
ple such as dementia, sensory loss, chronic pain, other long term illnesses 
and social issues.  
 
In the last few months we have delivered training sessions for a variety of 
churches large, small and in ecumenical groupings in this diocese.  The top-
ics have included - Keeping the Spirit Alive, Spiritual Care and People with 
Dementia, and Loss and Bereavement. We ran a six session course for the 
three Churches, Augustine United, St Columba’s-by-the-Castle and Greyfriars 
Tolbooth & Highland Kirk, who are in a Local Ecumenical Partnership. The 
following is a quote from one of the participants - the Revd Jane Blackley 
(Greyfriars):   

'' The course ‘Spiritual Care and People with Dementia’ was 
both thought-provoking and enriching. Sensitively led, our group 
explored both spiritual and practical ways of supporting the 
growing number of folk who are diagnosed with dementia. This 
course helped us all: pastoral team members and visitors, 
clergy and carers." 

 
We have also offered interesting study days at Old Coates House focusing on 
topics like the Spiritual Tasks of Ageing in addition to doing workshops with 
chaplains and healthcare staff in Edinburgh and Perth.  
 
If you would be interested in exploring any of the topics concerning Spiritual 
Care and Ageing please get in touch with us to discuss your requirements.  
We can tailor make courses for your own congregations or work collabora-
tively with other churches in your area.  
 
FiOP has an office base in the Diocesan Centre 
and we can be contacted at 0131 346 7981  
email: info@fiop.org.uk   
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The purpose of the confer-
ence is to challenge people 
within the Scottish churches 
who are responsible for the 
training and education of 
their “flock” - to place the is-
sue of “Old Age Wasteland or 
Harvest field” at the top of 
their agenda. It is for  
· all church leaders and 

clergy who have a 
particular responsibil-
ity for the care of older 
people 

· lay members who pro-
vide pastoral care, 

· organisations or chari-
ties that provide re-
sources 

·  care Homes run by 
churches/church or-
ganizations 

· Universities involved 
in Theological teach-
ing.  
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Why Spiritual Direction? 

 
The writer James Finley tells a story which invites 
each of us to reflect on our true and deepest self -  the 
person we are in God.  
 

He writes that for most of us our true self is like hav-
ing a great house or mansion. This mansion has a vast 
garden in which is a tent where we actually live. Peo-
ple come along and see this beautiful mansion; we 

invite them up to stand at the porch, saying, “Isn’t this great?” Then we walk round 
the outside and peer up to look in the windows. People “ooh” and “aah” and say 
how wonderful the mansion is. They know enough not to ask if they can go in, and 
we don’t offer.  
 

Before saying goodbye we thank them, and if we know them well enough, we admit 
that unfortunately we don’t have the key that allows access. Finley says we then go 
back to the tent which we have pitched in the garden, happy to know that the man-
sion is ours. Yet, we have a deep sense of yearning because we haven’t yet discov-
ered how to enter it, our deepest selves. 
 

I’m convinced that the study and practice of spirituality offers us an opportunity to 
open ourselves more fully to God, to bring our selves out of the tent, to (re)discover 
our spiritual gifts and a sense of mystery and the sacred in our lives. The key to the 
door of our “interior mansion” is there for us to make it our own -  God invites us to 
do so. So how do we do this? 
 

It’s here that a good spiritual director comes into their own as he or she helps and 
guides others who are seeking to deepen their spiritual lives and to incorporate spiri-
tual practices more fully into their daily lives. Seen in this way, spiritual direction 
provides the setting for someone to share intimately with another the pathway of 
their inner journey. Such a pathway is rarely smooth, and having a director who can 
offer support and guidance is essential. Both director and directee are working under 
God, seeking faithful and healthy spiritual development.  
 

From this it will be seen that having access to a number of trained and experienced 
individuals is a tremendous resource for the Diocese but not one we should take for 
granted as we seek to support both clergy and laity on their spiritual journeys. In-
stead we seek both to ensure that those who are called and enabled by God to serve 
in this ministry have the opportunity to do so, and also that those who wish to have a 
director can similarly do so. It’s my conviction that for clergy at least having a di-
rector is a “must” for spiritual health.  
 

If after reading this article you feel that you would like a spiritual director, please 
contact either Elspeth Strachan (0131 229 3654) or myself (details below).        
Similarly, if you feel called to serve as a spiritual director and would like to discuss 
training, etc, again do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Fred Tomlinson , Convenor of the Diocesan Spirituality Group   
(0131 667 6224) 
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A Day on Benedictine Spirituality 

An opportunity to go deeper into the  
Benedictine way of life and prayer 

with  
Andrew Bain 

Saturday 30 August 
St Barnabas Church, Gilmerton 

10.30am -3.30pm (coffee from 10.00) 
Suggested donation: 
£10 (£5 concession) 

Please bring sandwiches/fruit to share 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Spirituality at the Seaside 
An all-age afternoon of creativity by the  
seaside inspired by the elements 
with 
Ali Newell & Elspeth Strachan 
Sunday 14 September  
2.00-5.00pm 
North Berwick 
Suggested donation £10 (£5 concession) 

�
SONG of MARY 

 
My soul glorifies the 
Lord and my spirit   
rejoices in God my 
Saviour! 
 
For he has blessed me 
lavishly and makes me 
ready to respond. 
 
He shatters my little 
world and lets me be 
poor before him. 
 
He takes from me all 
my plans and gives me 
more than I can hope 
for or ask. 
 
He gives me opportu-
nities and the ability to 
become free and to 
burst through my 
boundaries. 
 
He gives me the 
strength to be daring, 
to build on him alone, 
for he shows himself 
as the ever greater one 
in my life. 
 
He has made known to 
me this: it is in my be-
ing servant that it be-
comes possible 
 
For God’s kingdom to 
break through 
here and now. 
�

�

�

�

 
Following the success of the “Roots of Chris-
tian Spirituality” Course last year, Adventures 
in Faith and the Diocesan Spirituality Group 
have organised five days for exploring in more 
depth a variety of spiritual paths. These are 
being held across the Diocese this Summer 
and  Autumn and they are open to everyone.  
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A Day on Ignatian Spirituality 
An opportunity to explore the Ignatian 
way of life and prayer  
with  
Julia Ling 
Saturday 20 September  

10.30am -3.30pm (coffee from 10.00) 
St Anne’s Dunbar 
Suggested donation £10 (£5 concession) 

                                         Please bring sandwiches/fruit to share 
�
 

 
Renewal Spirituality 

An opportunity to explore Renewal  
Spirituality from a charismatic perspective 

with  
Malcolm Round 
Saturday 25 October  

10.30am -3.30pm (coffee from 10.00) 
St Peter’s Church Musselburgh 

Suggested donation £10 (£5 concession) 
Please bring sandwiches/fruit to share 

 
 

 
 

 
A Day on Celtic Christianity and Nature  
An opportunity to go deeper into the 
Celtic way of life and prayer 
with  
Mary Low 
Saturday 29  November  
Christ Church Centre 
10.30am -3.30pm (coffee from 10.00) 
Suggested donation £10 (£5 concession) 
Please bring sandwiches/fruit to share 
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“I’m convinced 
that the study 
and practice of    
spirituality of-
fers us an op-
portunity to 
open ourselves 
more fully to 
God, to bring 
our selves out of 
the tent, to (re)
discover our 
spiritual gifts 
and a sense of      
mystery and the 
sacred in our 
lives. The key 
to the door of 
our “interior 
mansion” is 
there for us to 
make it our 
own -  God      
invites us to do 
so. So how do 
we do this?” 
 
Fred Tomlinson 
(see article 
overleaf) 
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Six weeks with Saint Francis of Assisi.  
Tuesdays 28 October - 2 December  
7.30- 9.30pm 
Edinburgh Diocesan Centre,  
21a Grosvenor Crescent, EH12 5EL 
Cost 320 /315 concession�
 
 
 
 

This short course aims to give a greater understanding of the man Francis of Assisi 
and his call to universal sister and brotherhood. It presumes no previous knowledge 
and therefore is a basic introduction to the saint of Assisi. It is open to all who feel 
they would like to get to know his world, his response to God and his subsequent 
mission on a deeper level. A commitment to personal reflection and group sharing is 
integral to each evening, which will look at specific themes and include stillness and 
Franciscan prayer. Each evening will last between 1.5 and 2 hours with a short break 
for refreshments.�
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Jim Mcveney studied at the International Franciscan Study Centre, Canterbury and  
worked for three years in the apostolate to the deaf. He gained his Diploma in Coun-
selling, is a trained spiritual director and for two years was a member of the team  
giving the Growth and Prayer in Reflective Living course in Edinburgh.   
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“In search of  
spirituality”  
Workshop by  
Catherine and  

Michael  
Butler-Burns 

Saturday 28 June 
2008   

Wellspring 
13 Smith’s Place 

Edinburgh 
EH6 8NT 

10am to 4pm  
£45 

Are you in search of 
a balance  between 
work and life,         
addressing ques-
tions like, “Who am 
I?  What am I here 
for? What is my pur-
pose? Do I do what 
love?  Do I love what 
I do?”  

Join us as we co-
create a sacred 
space and offer spiri-
tual practices e.g. 
awareness, mindful-
ness, journaling and 
discernment.  Take 
time to explore your 
deepest inner 
call.  Learn how to 
reframe dilemmas 
that prevent you           
living in the freedom 
of your truest spirit. 

To book a place 
phone Moira Arm-
strong  on 0131 553 
6660. 
 

www.wellspring-
scotland.co.uk  
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Kingdom Come, the Local Church as a Catalyst for Social Change by Malcolm Duncan 
(leader of the Faithworks movement) 

 
This makes an interesting and challenging read! 
 

‘Kingdom Come has one central purpose, namely to in-
spire followers of Christ to cooperate with God to estab-
lish his kingdom on earth in terms of felt change in our 
communities and our world. This book is about recog-
nising that good theology always leads to good practice. 
It is also about allowing the gospel to so permeate our 
hearts and minds that it shines through our everyday 
lives in moments full of love and hope and beauty. Faith 
that we read about, talk about, think about, but do not 
live is about as much use as a person’s brain when it is 
kept in a jar of formaldehyde on a scientist’s desk. It is 

the living, embodied link to hands and heart and eyes and ears that make it 
real, empowered, of use’.  
 

‘Life is local and it is in the local church that life’s challenges are met. Our 
lives, our ministries our congregations and the work we share can make all 
the difference the world needs. The future does not have to be continued de-
cline and eventual extinction, but can be re-imagined. As we analyse the big 
challenges of our day and consider how we might meet them, understanding 
and engaging with the realities of life in our neighbourhood community with 
honesty and hope, this may yet prove to be the local church’s finest hour’ 
 

These quotes from the prologue give a taste of what is to come as you read 
through the book. I found myself making notes, using post-its and marking 
sections of the text which contain important ideas of inspiration, encourage-
ment and action so that it would not just be another book that I’ve read, but 
one which influences thinking, believing, doing and behaving because of its 
biblical base, clear theology and wealth of ideas and examples from different 
places. It also has some well thought out action points to get people thinking 
and doing along kingdom lines. 
 

‘The transformation and renewal of our communities is an expression of 
God’s coming kingdom. Followers of Christ, whatever our theological differ-
ences and preferences, are each part of his church and we have been given 
the privilege and power to live as people of this kingdom, demonstrating its 
power and purpose in our lives, in our communities and indeed throughout 
our world’ 
 

At £8.99 from Monarch Books this will encourage and inspire you, and if you 
let the well chosen scriptures in to your mind and heart, it may change your 
life and that of your church and community!  
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“The transforma-
tion and renewal of 
our communities is 

an expression of 
God’s coming  

kingdom.   
Followers of Christ, 

whatever our  
theological  

differences and 
preferences, are 
each part of his 
church and we 

have been given 
the privilege and 
power to live as 
people of this  

kingdom, demon-
strating its power 

and purpose in our 
lives, in our  

communities and  
indeed throughout 

our world” 

 
“Faith that we read 
about, talk about, 

think about, but do 
not live is about as 

much use as a    
person’s brain 

when it is kept in a 
jar of formaldehyde 

on a scientist’s 
desk. It is the living, 

embodied link to 
hands and heart 

and eyes and ears 
that make it real, 
empowered, of 

use.” 
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This year celebrate Harvest Festival with a charity that is bringing hope to the rural poor in Africa .   
Self Help Africa’s all NEW harvest pack ‘The hands of Hope’ has an inspirational, fresh approach to 
harvest services focusing upon the church’s calling to serve the poor.  It gives an insight into God’s 
heart for those in need and the importance of Harvest time in reminding us to put the poor at the fore-
front of all that we do. The pack is a resource for churches of all kind and is crammed full of ideas and 
activities for services, including family services, youth, children and house-groups. 
‘The Hands of Hope’ Pack includes 
 
†            Key Bible readings and sermon ideas  

†            Drama sketch  

†            Prayers, readings and hymn/worship suggestions 

†            Discussion prompts and activities for house-groups  

†            Ideas for youth:  activities, talks, reflections, prayers  

†            Ideas for children’s groups: prayers, songs, fun activities  

†            Inspiring ‘Hands of Hope’ poster  

†            ‘Gift of Hope’ envelopes and church donation form  

†            Harvest Supper ideas  
 
Self Help Africa was formed from a merger between Harvest Help and Self Help Development Interna-
tional Charity. We are committed to helping families in rural Africa grow enough to feed themselves all 
year around, and to improving opportunities for people to earn a living. We want to ensure rural commu-
nities have access to the basic rights of water, healthcare and education. We are not about hand-outs 
or giving aid, rather we want to ensure people have the skills they need to move out of poverty and to 
manage their own future. ‘The Hands of Hope’ follows the stories of people who have found hope again 
through Self Help Africa’s work. By supporting us this harvest you will help rural communities in Africa 
break free from poverty.  
 

To order a pack please call the fundraising team on  01952 260699, or send an email to            
harvest@selfhelpafrica.com , stating the contact na me and address of church. 


